
Why We Should Trust Elites a Little More and
the Masses a Little Less: An Argument for
Trusting Expertise and Questioning Populist
Appeals
In an era of growing populism and distrust of elites, it is important to
consider the dangers of abandoning expertise and embracing anti-
intellectualism. This essay argues that we should trust elites more and the
masses less, as elites are more likely to be knowledgeable, experienced,
and capable of making sound decisions. The essay also examines the
dangers of populism, such as its tendency to scapegoat minorities and
promote authoritarianism.

10% Less Democracy: Why You Should Trust Elites a
Little More and the Masses a Little Less by Garett Jones

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 994 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 246 pages
Paperback : 110 pages
Item Weight : 7.8 ounces
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

The Problem with Populism

FREE

https://journals.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InpKXC9KZHRScysxc0tibGV1NERzb3ZOMlNUaURqZFAwMFcxTDFjczFYYktuc3p5amVtTTBmZUJ0cWVHNWloSzE2XC85UVR5SHZcL1NJdCs4SG1qSTJnb1NZdzJ2aHREWHZFNDE5ZVNXVWZFc24yYUlqR1R1czFXU2o2XC9jU2Nld1Irdzg0aGJnOW1ZTFwvN3lZYlB0OW5RZFd6emxtakhIN3BreTFPMmlJTHN1cjEyYkU5bHp6RVJUMEhZamZWWVYxeHRyK1FJNVpST2kwS0pXVUxleGRoNGpRcEY2V0JUUXlVNHEzelk4SXVZamlGND0iLCJpdiI6IjUwNWM3MTNkYjk5MDlhM2ZkNTY5OTE1OGI0YmVhMGFiIiwicyI6IjU5MTY4YTNhZGQ0NmU3NTQifQ%3D%3D
https://journals.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Im54aHBkZFpZMGZKV1NTVVwvM0k5Z1FPUEpvYjJFN3pYVDltNGRPU2NnYjBkbkpac0pvSGVXRkVlWGxkQTA5YzlaZTQ5ekNJelptVE5JT0o3WGRaWkRuMk5MZFpJUGxJZnRJNVFHelFxQlk2NkZSRlpRZVZEWit0UjF1VkdFdm84UjRyUUs3b3JOTzFHdllIR28wMHFJaVBjcmc0ZUZLRVZTMXJRdzhQd3duc2xlYmhpYk1oOHJJWGZWQWdQSXZDQzh6U3RwQkwxaUVDVFdwRmtCYTQwQ1M5ZE9kdFU2N0s4c3lPSVRHVlBPU3hnPSIsIml2IjoiODNlNDk4NzhmZmUzNDg3Yjg0YzlmZjdlNDdhZjUwNjciLCJzIjoiNjZlYzNlNzI1ZWU0NDhmYiJ9
https://journals.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkJiNWRzM0VMeTVGcHZWOTJoalZUWXhjMHIzMFE0TEdtREQwaFR2OE0wUVFiZWxqc1hoRzBFdEtMcThDaWQ1MVkweWthNUd3WUl5THk0SWoyNEdcL3lPRkZJaG9BWENNVlBObU41dlwvdkw4UkEyTWQrbnBEY1hRSUsxYm80RXZQTW5iT0VnQjRPSmpBVExEUTdtUXk5NVlZazQ4R2dJTitRNkZjOFhZNThPR1wvdzh3cytTNWlKMmkwOHFTN0lvYm0xYlErbXBrWEhJV2NLdzlwRFo3cFF4U0g4WXorN0tcL0U0b3h2MlpWSGpzb2s4PSIsIml2IjoiODEzZWFjNjNlYTNjMjM5ZjUzODMxYTQ0MTc5Y2E1NTYiLCJzIjoiYjAwNWI4YzI1MDA4MDFlNCJ9


Populism is a political ideology that appeals to the common people, often
by scapegoating minorities and promising simple solutions to complex
problems. Populist leaders often use rhetoric that is anti-intellectual and
dismissive of expertise. This can be dangerous, as it can lead people to
reject sound advice and make decisions based on emotion rather than
reason.

One of the most dangerous aspects of populism is its tendency to
scapegoat minorities. Populist leaders often blame minorities for society's
problems, which can lead to discrimination and violence. For example, in
the United States, populist leaders have blamed immigrants for job losses
and crime. This has led to increased discrimination against immigrants and
a rise in hate crimes.

Populism can also lead to authoritarianism. Populist leaders often promise
to restore order and security, but they often do so by suppressing dissent
and limiting civil liberties. For example, in Russia, President Vladimir Putin
has used populist rhetoric to justify his authoritarian rule.

The Benefits of Expertise

In contrast to populism, elitism is a political ideology that values expertise
and experience. Elites are people who have specialized knowledge and
skills in a particular field. They are often experts in their field and have a
deep understanding of the issues that they are responsible for.

There are many benefits to trusting elites. First, elites are more likely to be
knowledgeable and experienced. They have spent years studying and
working in their field, and they have developed a deep understanding of the



issues that they are responsible for. This makes them more likely to make
sound decisions that are in the best interests of society.

Second, elites are more likely to be objective. They are not as likely to be
swayed by emotion or prejudice, and they are more likely to make
decisions based on evidence and reason. This makes them more likely to
make decisions that are fair and just.

Third, elites are more likely to be accountable. They are subject to public
scrutiny and criticism, and they can be held accountable for their decisions.
This makes them more likely to make decisions that are in the best
interests of society.

In an era of growing populism and distrust of elites, it is important to
consider the dangers of abandoning expertise and embracing anti-
intellectualism. This essay has argued that we should trust elites more and
the masses less, as elites are more likely to be knowledgeable,
experienced, and capable of making sound decisions. The essay has also
examined the dangers of populism, such as its tendency to scapegoat
minorities and promote authoritarianism.

It is important to note that not all elites are trustworthy, and not all masses
are ignorant. However, on average, elites are more likely to be
knowledgeable and experienced than the masses, and they are more likely
to make decisions that are in the best interests of society. Therefore, we
should trust elites a little more and the masses a little less.
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