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Thomas Jefferson's Image in His Own Time

Thomas Jefferson was born in 1743 in Shadwell, Virginia. He was the third
of ten children born to Peter Jefferson, a successful planter, and Jane
Randolph Jefferson. Jefferson inherited his father's estate, Monticello,
which he later expanded into a grand plantation.

Jefferson was a precocious child. He began reading at the age of three and
by the age of twelve had mastered Latin, Greek, and French. He attended
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the College of William and Mary, where he studied law and philosophy.
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After graduating from college, Jefferson returned to Monticello to practice
law. He also served in the Virginia House of Burgesses, where he quickly
gained a reputation as a gifted orator and a skilled politician.

In 1775, Jefferson was elected to the Continental Congress. He served on
the committee that drafted the Declaration of Independence, and he was
one of the signatories of the document.

Jefferson went on to serve as governor of Virginia and as secretary of state
under President George Washington. In 1801, he was elected president of
the United States.

Jefferson's presidency was a time of great change for the United States. He
purchased the Louisiana Territory from France, doubling the size of the
country. He also led the nation through the War of 1812.
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After retiring from office, Jefferson returned to Monticello, where he spent
the rest of his life writing, gardening, and corresponding with friends and
colleagues.

Jefferson died in 1826 at the age of 83. He is buried at Monticello.

Personal Life

Thomas Jefferson was married twice. His first wife, Martha Wayles Skelton
Jefferson, died in 1782. They had six children together, but only two
survived to adulthood.

Jefferson's second wife, Martha Jefferson Randolph, was the daughter of
his close friend and political ally, Edmund Randolph. They had one child
together, a daughter named Maria.

Jefferson was a devoted father and grandfather. He was also a kind and
generous master to his slaves. However, he owned over 600 slaves at
Monticello throughout his lifetime, and he expressed racist views about
black people.

Intellectual Pursuits

Thomas Jefferson was a lifelong learner. He was interested in a wide range
of subjects, including politics, philosophy, science, and art.

Jefferson's library at Monticello was one of the largest and most
comprehensive in the United States. He collected over 6,000 books,
including many rare and valuable volumes.



Jefferson was also an accomplished architect. He designed and built
Monticello, which is considered one of the finest examples of Palladian
architecture in the United States.

Jefferson was also a talented musician. He played the violin and the
harpsichord. He also composed his own music.

Political Career

Thomas Jefferson was one of the most influential figures in American
history. He served as president of the United States from 1801 to 1809. He
also served as governor of Virginia and as secretary of state under
President George Washington.

Jefferson was a strong advocate for democracy and individual liberty. He
believed that all men are created equal and that they have certain
unalienable rights, such as the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

Jefferson's political philosophy was based on the principles of the
Enlightenment. He believed that reason and science could be used to
improve the human condition.

Jefferson was a strong supporter of education. He founded the University
of Virginia in 1819. He also believed in the importance of a free press.

Jefferson's political career was marked by both triumphs and setbacks. He
achieved many of his goals, such as the purchase of the Louisiana Territory
and the establishment of the University of Virginia. However, he also faced
challenges, such as the War of 1812 and the controversy over slavery.



Despite the challenges, Jefferson's legacy as a great American leader is
secure. He is remembered as one of the founding fathers of the United
States and as a champion of democracy and individual liberty.

Jefferson's Legacy in Jeffersonian America

Thomas Jefferson's legacy in Jeffersonian America was shaped by his
presidency, his retirement at Monticello, and his continued influence on
American politics and culture.

Presidency

Jefferson's presidency was a time of great change for the United States. He
purchased the Louisiana Territory from France, doubling the size of the
country. He also led the nation through the War of 1812.

Jefferson's presidency was also a time of great intellectual and cultural
ferment. He founded the University of Virginia and he encouraged the
development of a national literature and art.

Jefferson's presidency had a lasting impact on the United States. He
helped to define the role of the federal government and he laid the
foundation for the nation's future growth and prosperity.

Retirement at Monticello

After retiring from office, Jefferson returned to Monticello, where he spent
the rest of his life writing, gardening, and corresponding with friends and
colleagues.

Jefferson's retirement was a time of great intellectual and creative activity.
He wrote his autobiography, Notes on the State of Virginia, and he



continued to work on his architectural designs.

Jefferson also hosted a steady stream of visitors at Monticello. He
entertained guests from all over the world, including diplomats, politicians,
and scientists.

Jefferson's retirement at Monticello was a time of great happiness and
contentment. He was surrounded by his family and friends, and he was
able to pursue his intellectual and creative interests.

Continued Influence

Thomas Jefferson's legacy continued to influence American politics and
culture long after his death. His ideas about democracy, individual liberty,
and the role of government continue to shape American society.

Jefferson's writings and speeches have been a source of inspiration for
generations of Americans. His ideas have been used to justify both
progressive and conservative causes.

Jefferson's legacy is also evident in the many institutions that he founded,
such as the University of Virginia and the Library of Congress. These
institutions continue to play a vital role in American society.

Thomas Jefferson was a complex and influential figure in American history.
His image in his own time was shaped by his political career, his personal
life, and his intellectual pursuits. Jefferson's legacy in Jeffersonian America
was shaped by his presidency, his retirement at Monticello, and his
continued influence on American politics and culture.
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