
The Legal Regime Applicable to Private
Military and Security Company Personnel
Private military and security companies (PMSCs) have become
increasingly common in recent years, providing a range of services from
охрана to military training. However, the legal regime applicable to PMSCs
is complex and uncertain, as they do not fit neatly into traditional categories
of armed forces or mercenaries.
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This article will examine the legal regime applicable to PMSCs, focusing on
international law, human rights law, and the Geneva Conventions. It will
also discuss the challenges of regulating PMSCs and the need for greater
clarity and accountability.

International Law
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There is no specific international treaty that governs the activities of
PMSCs. However, PMSCs are subject to a number of general principles of
international law, including the following:

The prohibition on the use of force

The principle of distinction between combatants and civilians

The obligation to respect human rights

PMSCs must also comply with the laws of the country in which they are
operating. However, there is often a lack of clarity about the legal status of
PMSCs in different countries, which can lead to uncertainty and abuse.

Human Rights Law

PMSCs are subject to human rights law, which imposes a number of
obligations on them, including the following:

The right to life

The right to liberty and security

The right to fair trial

The right to freedom of expression

PMSCs must also respect the rights of civilians, including the right to life,
liberty, and property. They must avoid causing harm to civilians, and they
must take all necessary measures to protect civilians from harm.

Geneva Conventions



The Geneva Conventions are a set of treaties that set out the minimum
standards of treatment for wounded, sick, and shipwrecked members of
armed forces, as well as civilians in wartime. PMSCs are not explicitly
mentioned in the Geneva Conventions, but they may be subject to some of
the provisions of the Conventions, such as the prohibition on torture and
other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment.

It is important to note that the Geneva Conventions only apply to
international armed conflicts. They do not apply to internal armed conflicts,
such as civil wars. This means that PMSCs may not be subject to the
Geneva Conventions if they are operating in an internal armed conflict.

Challenges of Regulating PMSCs

There are a number of challenges to regulating PMSCs. These challenges
include the following:

The lack of a clear legal definition of PMSCs

The diversity of PMSCs, which range from small, local companies to
large, multinational corporations

The difficulty of monitoring and enforcing compliance with the law

The lack of political will to regulate PMSCs

These challenges make it difficult to hold PMSCs accountable for their
actions. This can lead to human rights abuses and other violations of the
law.

Need for Greater Clarity and Accountability



There is a need for greater clarity and accountability in the regulation of
PMSCs. This can be achieved through a number of measures, including:

Developing a clear legal definition of PMSCs

Establishing a licensing and registration system for PMSCs

Developing a code of conduct for PMSCs

Increasing monitoring and enforcement of compliance with the law

These measures would help to ensure that PMSCs are held accountable
for their actions and that they respect human rights and the rule of law.

PMSCs are an increasingly important part of the global security landscape.
However, the legal regime applicable to PMSCs is complex and uncertain,
which can lead to human rights abuses and other violations of the law.
There is a need for greater clarity and accountability in the regulation of
PMSCs, so that they can be held accountable for their actions and that they
respect human rights and the rule of law.
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