
The Last Great Strike: A Pivotal Moment in
American Labor History
The Last Great Strike of 1922 was a defining moment in the history of the
American labor movement. Nearly two million workers from 16 railroad
unions walked off the job, demanding higher wages, shorter hours, and
better working conditions. The strike lasted for over two months and
paralyzed the nation's rail system, causing widespread economic disruption
and public unrest.

Causes of the Strike

The immediate cause of the strike was a wage dispute between the railroad
unions and the railroad companies. The unions were demanding a 15%
wage increase, while the companies were offering only a 6% increase.
However, the deeper causes of the strike lay in the long-standing
grievances of railroad workers, who had been working long hours for low
pay under dangerous conditions.
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Railroad workers had been organizing unions since the 1860s, but they had
made little progress in improving their working conditions. The railroad
companies were powerful and often hostile to unions. They frequently hired
strikebreakers to crush union organizing drives and used their political
influence to pass laws that restricted union activities.

By 1922, railroad workers were fed up with the status quo. They were
determined to strike to win the wages, hours, and working conditions that
they deserved.

Course of the Strike

The strike began on July 1, 1922, when the unions walked off the job. The
railroads were caught off guard by the strike, and the nation's rail system
quickly ground to a halt.

The railroad companies responded to the strike by hiring strikebreakers
and using violence to intimidate strikers. They also lobbied the government
to intervene on their behalf.

President Warren G. Harding initially tried to mediate the dispute, but he
was unable to resolve the conflict. He eventually sent federal troops to
break up the strike and escort strikebreakers to work.

The strike ended on September 1, 1922, when the unions agreed to accept
a 12% wage increase, a 9-hour workday, and other concessions. However,
the strike had a lasting impact on the American labor movement.
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Consequences of the Strike

The Last Great Strike was a major defeat for the American labor
movement. The unions were unable to win all of their demands, and the
strikebreaking tactics used by the railroad companies weakened the power
of unions.

However, the strike also raised public awareness of the plight of railroad
workers and helped to spur the passage of new laws that protected union
rights. The strike also helped to build solidarity among the nation's labor
unions, and it laid the groundwork for future victories in the labor
movement.

The Last Great Strike was a pivotal moment in American labor history. It
was a defeat for the labor movement, but it also helped to galvanize the
movement and led to new laws that protected union rights. The strike is a
reminder of the importance of collective bargaining and the struggle for
workers' rights.

The Last Great Strike: Little Steel, the CIO, and the
Struggle for Labor Rights in New Deal America by Kiiro Yumi

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 9405 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 411 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

https://journals.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ikc0WDY0SFAwWFpcL0hSWnlCV3VPaVNRWFY3bnFHRzJpREYyTzU1VmNJeGJwQ2pCWmZsMHdLemlsY3U0T3FFeXZPYzJYMUozUkR5bnZtVjUrNjZDN1wvYXoyaG9Fa2ZWeDNvbjE3RlwvV1pnd3ZxUHJyQk01U2toZkJMdGN0UUVKeHNKTGkyMEN5dmhFWDUyNUZsU0xLXC9mTTh0SWlIOXRaY2Q5YkJzQkVNVGxlM2VGNloyc2NtdEJwS0s4alBTSVBxajYyOFNMd3hcL29YeStRWXBvRHB5eFNRUkhDK3U5S0hheVJmK0VxVmVXc1cxZTBnTTRcL0d3QlpOVVdXUDM0QUtpT0MiLCJpdiI6Ijk4NWMyYjg3ZDE1ZmI2NGQ0Y2EwNWQ2ZmNlNWY0ZTIyIiwicyI6ImQ5ZGEzNWQ4OWI2MjdkZWMifQ%3D%3D
https://journals.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ing4elNuVDV5dDFlT0FCY1Y5YWxwZ2g5T1wvR3B5UG1GZjQ0cUxoTnNIb1wvVWZIYWVLVmlmem5WXC9wQnpOYkswRm1uaHZyaFY1REQ0VXdHNEFydytsQzVqXC8xM3AxdGZuclB0MVZWQ1JPZ3VzcGdaMGh3RTdFY1h6T1NId2M3ZEZJeUNPd0l4elwvdU1FQjdYMlFiMHNHXC93eDVqenZTOWVaZ2FHSWlUY0p3SzgxMGVwMGhJVm5TUDJVR0VGNm9zK2Z4aTZqTWQ1Q01vZ2NuZU05RUhPQlwvT1wvQ3lGbTAzRTFLbmh1NmYydmNiU0IzTWp0NWpxNEppa2VmTWRIZGV1Ym1yVCIsIml2IjoiOTE4NGNkNDFhZjk0YjQ0ZDJhODRiNmQ4NzE2OWY0ZTIiLCJzIjoiM2FiMDhmOGU4NmE1N2Q3MSJ9


Fiddle Primer for Beginners Deluxe Edition:
Your Comprehensive Guide to Fiddle Playing
Embark on an extraordinary musical journey with 'Fiddle Primer for
Beginners Deluxe Edition,' the ultimate guide to mastering the fiddle.
This...

An Enchanting Journey into the Alluring World
of Danielle Steel's Country Novels
Danielle Steel is an American novelist best known for her compelling and
heartwarming romance novels. With over 170 books to her name, she is
one of the world's most...

FREE

https://journals.deedeebook.com/book/Fiddle%20Primer%20for%20Beginners%20Deluxe%20Edition%20Your%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20to%20Fiddle%20Playing.pdf
https://journals.deedeebook.com/book/Fiddle%20Primer%20for%20Beginners%20Deluxe%20Edition%20Your%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20to%20Fiddle%20Playing.pdf
https://journals.deedeebook.com/book/An%20Enchanting%20Journey%20into%20the%20Alluring%20World%20of%20Danielle%20Steels%20Country%20Novels.pdf
https://journals.deedeebook.com/book/An%20Enchanting%20Journey%20into%20the%20Alluring%20World%20of%20Danielle%20Steels%20Country%20Novels.pdf
https://journals.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IndDUWdqb2NFeFc4SFo1c0RZKzcyY3dLYVBxajBUeVwvTDdmd3hwaTI0RlpRU1NlNjhDQklPQVlUc1JFV256d3ZNZ0oxZzh4ak4yRzI3U3ZvOXhsRDZpNE9McktkNWZ3VnUrMFJONlptWUtXZXpSdWZVUXJQUzdmV3ZUZEVUTnZWVTl0Wk1PaDF0eEdxSlBLMDNDbDRMODlablAxeFwvRitoa1FOSkNTN0RWMzFLWmJKZnozUDF3QWt5a3JDdXg3bENXbmFLT0kraFVPeTBra045TFV6Z2VjRk9BeG1lMVppVVdybThiT2FZR2dUM3NDclptdStMeGx5NmwyT0NTUEtQMiIsIml2IjoiNGI0ODI3YWNlNjU1YjY0NzViMWVmOWUxNzM2ZDlkYmUiLCJzIjoiNzU5YmYxYjM5YWI0YWRiNSJ9

