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The Canadian Constitution is the supreme law of Canada. It sets out the
structure of the Canadian government, defines the rights and freedoms of
Canadian citizens, and establishes the principles of Canadian law. The
Constitution has been in place since 1867, and has been amended several
times since then.

The Constitution is divided into two parts: the written Constitution and the
unwritten Constitution. The written Constitution consists of the Constitution
Act, 1867, the Constitution Act, 1982, and various other statutes and
documents. The unwritten Constitution consists of the conventions,
practices, and traditions that have developed over time.

The Canadian Constitution is a complex and evolving document. It is
constantly being interpreted and reinterpreted by the courts, and it is
subject to change through the amendment process. However, the
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Constitution remains the foundation of Canadian law and government, and
it continues to play a vital role in shaping the country's social, political, and
economic development.

The History of the Canadian Constitution

The Canadian Constitution has its roots in the British North America Act,
1867. This act created the Dominion of Canada, a self-governing colony
within the British Empire. The BNA Act set out the structure of the Canadian
government, and it defined the powers of the federal and provincial
governments. It also established the rights and freedoms of Canadian
citizens.

The BNA Act was amended several times over the years. In 1982, the
Constitution Act, 1982, was passed. This act patriated the Constitution to
Canada, and it made significant changes to the way the Constitution was
interpreted and amended.

The Constitution has been amended several times since 1982. These
amendments have addressed a wide range of issues, including aboriginal
rights, language rights, and the role of the courts.

The Structure of the Canadian Constitution

The Canadian Constitution is divided into two parts: the written Constitution
and the unwritten Constitution.

The written Constitution consists of the Constitution Act, 1867, the
Constitution Act, 1982, and various other statutes and documents. These
documents set out the structure of the Canadian government, define the



rights and freedoms of Canadian citizens, and establish the principles of
Canadian law.

The unwritten Constitution consists of the conventions, practices, and
traditions that have developed over time. These conventions and practices
are not legally binding, but they nevertheless play an important role in the
operation of the Canadian government.

The Principles of the Canadian Constitution

The Canadian Constitution is based on several fundamental principles,
including:

Parliamentary democracy: Canada is a parliamentary democracy,
which means that the government is responsible to the Parliament of
Canada. The Parliament is elected by the people of Canada, and it
makes the laws of the country.

Constitutional monarchy: Canada is a constitutional monarchy,
which means that the head of state is a monarch, but the monarch's
powers are limited by the Constitution. The Queen of Canada is the
head of state, but she does not have any real political power.

Federalism: Canada is a federation, which means that it is composed
of several provinces and territories. The provinces and territories have
their own governments, and they have the power to make laws on a
wide range of issues.

The rule of law: Canada is a country that is governed by the rule of
law. This means that the government is subject to the law, and that
everyone is equal before the law.



The protection of rights and freedoms: The Canadian Constitution
protects the rights and freedoms of Canadian citizens. These rights
and freedoms include the right to vote, the right to freedom of speech,
and the right to equality.

The Interpretation of the Canadian Constitution

The Canadian Constitution is interpreted by the courts. The courts have the
power to decide whether a law is constitutional or not. The courts also have
the power to interpret the Constitution, and to determine its meaning.

The courts interpret the Constitution in a variety of ways. One of the most
important principles of constitutional interpretation is the principle of judicial
deference. This principle means that the courts will generally defer to the
decisions of the government, unless the government's decision is clearly
unconstitutional.

Another important principle of constitutional interpretation is the principle of
the living tree. This principle means that the Constitution is a living
document that must be interpreted in light of the changing needs of society.

The Amendment of the Canadian Constitution

The Canadian Constitution can be amended. The amendment process is
set out in the Constitution Act, 1982. There are two ways to amend the
Constitution: by a joint resolution of the Parliament of Canada and the
legislatures of all of the provinces, or by a referendum.

The amendment process is complex and time-consuming. This is because
the Constitution is a fundamental document that should not be changed
lightly.



The Canadian Constitution: A Living Document

The Canadian Constitution is a living document that is constantly being
interpreted and reinterpreted. It is a document that has served Canada well
for over 150 years, and it will continue to serve Canada well for many years
to come.

Additional Resources

The Canadian Constitution - Canada.ca

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms - Department of Justice
Canada

Supreme Court of Canada
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Embark on an extraordinary musical journey with 'Fiddle Primer for
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