
Switchboard Soldiers: A Novel of the Women
Who Served in World War I
Jennifer Chiaverini's Switchboard Soldiers is a historical novel that tells the
story of the women who served as telephone operators in the United States
Army Signal Corps during World War I. The novel follows the lives of four
young women from different backgrounds who are brought together by their
shared experience of serving their country.
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The Plot

The novel opens in 1917, as the United States enters World War I. Grace
Banker, a recent college graduate, is eager to do her part for the war effort.
She joins the Signal Corps and is assigned to a switchboard in France.
There, she meets Rose Kelly, a working-class Irish immigrant who has
joined the Corps to escape her poverty-stricken life. Hazel Hughes, a
Southern belle from a wealthy family, has also joined the Corps, hoping to
find adventure and excitement. And finally, there is Helen Kruger, a
German-American who is ostracized by her community because of her
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heritage. Despite their differences, the four women quickly bond over their
shared experiences.

The novel follows the women through their training, their deployment to
France, and their experiences on the front lines. They face danger,
hardship, and loss, but they also find friendship, love, and a sense of
purpose. Through their stories, Chiaverini sheds light on the important role
that women played in the war effort, and the challenges they faced as they
fought for their country.

The Characters

Grace Banker is a recent college graduate who is eager to do her part
for the war effort. She is intelligent, ambitious, and determined. Grace
is a natural leader, and she quickly becomes the unofficial leader of the
four women.

Rose Kelly is a working-class Irish immigrant who has joined the
Signal Corps to escape her poverty-stricken life. She is tough,
resourceful, and determined. Rose is a skilled switchboard operator,
and she is always willing to help her fellow soldiers.

Hazel Hughes is a Southern belle from a wealthy family. She has
joined the Signal Corps hoping to find adventure and excitement.
Hazel is initially naive and sheltered, but she quickly learns to adapt to
the harsh realities of war.

Helen Kruger is a German-American who is ostracized by her
community because of her heritage. She is intelligent, independent,
and determined. Helen is a skilled switchboard operator, and she is
always willing to stand up for what she believes in.



The Themes

Switchboard Soldiers explores a number of important themes, including:

The role of women in war: Chiaverini's novel sheds light on the
important role that women played in the war effort, both on the front
lines and at home. The women in the novel face danger, hardship, and
loss, but they also find friendship, love, and a sense of purpose.

The challenges of being a woman in a man's world: The women in
Switchboard Soldiers face a number of challenges as they navigate a
world that is dominated by men. They are often underestimated and
discriminated against, but they refuse to be defined by their gender.

The power of friendship: The women in Switchboard Soldiers find
strength and support in their friendship with each other. They learn to
rely on each other for support, and they develop a bond that will last a
lifetime.

The Historical Context

Switchboard Soldiers is set against the backdrop of World War I. The war
was a global conflict that lasted from 1914 to 1918. It was the first industrial
war, and it resulted in the deaths of millions of people. The United States
entered the war in 1917, and the women in Switchboard Soldiers are part
of the first wave of American women to serve in a war.

The women in Switchboard Soldiers face a number of challenges as they
serve in the war. They are often underestimated and discriminated against,
and they must overcome the prejudices of their male counterparts.
However, they are determined to prove their worth, and they eventually
earn the respect of their fellow soldiers.



The Author

Jennifer Chiaverini is an American author of historical fiction. She is best
known for her "Elmwood Springs" series of novels, which are set in the
early 19th century. Chiaverini's novels have been praised for their historical
accuracy and their strong female characters.

Switchboard Soldiers is Chiaverini's first novel to be set in the 20th century.
The novel is based on the true story of the women who served in the
United States Army Signal Corps during World War I. Chiaverini spent
several years researching the novel, and she interviewed a number of
women who served in the Corps.

Switchboard Soldiers is a powerful and moving novel that tells the story of
the women who served in the United States Army Signal Corps during
World War I. The novel is a tribute to these women's courage,
determination, and patriotism. It is also a reminder of the important role that
women have played in the history of our country.
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Embark on an extraordinary musical journey with 'Fiddle Primer for
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