
Shreveport Sounds in Black and White: A
Journey Through Time
Shreveport, Louisiana, is a city with a rich musical history. From the early
days of jazz to the present day, Shreveport has been home to a thriving
music scene. One of the most important venues in Shreveport's musical
history is the Shreveport Municipal Auditorium. The auditorium opened in
1929 and quickly became a popular spot for both local and national acts. In
the 1950s, the auditorium was a major stop on the chitlin' circuit, a network
of venues that hosted black musicians.

The Shreveport Municipal Auditorium was a segregated venue, but that
didn't stop black musicians from performing there. Some of the most
famous black musicians to perform at the auditorium include B.B. King,
Muddy Waters, Fats Domino, and Chuck Berry. These musicians helped to
shape the sound of Shreveport music and left a lasting legacy on the city.
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In the 1960s, the civil rights movement led to the desegregation of the
Shreveport Municipal Auditorium. This opened the door for more black
musicians to perform at the venue, and it also helped to create a more
integrated music scene in Shreveport. In the years since, the auditorium
has continued to be a popular spot for both local and national acts.

The Sounds of Shreveport

The music of Shreveport is a diverse mix of styles. The city is known for its
blues, jazz, and R&B music, but it also has a strong tradition of gospel
music. In recent years, Shreveport has also become a hub for hip-hop and
rap music.

Blues

The blues is a genre of music that originated in the African-American
community in the late 19th century. The blues is characterized by its use of
the blues scale, which is a pentatonic scale with flattened third and seventh
notes. The blues is also typically played on the guitar or harmonica.

Shreveport has a long history of blues music. Some of the most famous
blues musicians to come from Shreveport include B.B. King, Muddy
Waters, and Fats Domino. These musicians helped to shape the sound of
the blues and left a lasting legacy on the genre.

Jazz

Jazz is a genre of music that originated in the African-American community
in the early 20th century. Jazz is characterized by its use of improvisation,
syncopation, and polyrhythms. Jazz is typically played on a variety of
instruments, including the saxophone, trumpet, piano, and drums.



Shreveport has a strong jazz scene. Some of the most famous jazz
musicians to come from Shreveport include Wynton Marsalis, Branford
Marsalis, and Terence Blanchard. These musicians have helped to shape
the sound of jazz and left a lasting legacy on the genre.

R&B

R&B is a genre of music that originated in the African-American community
in the 1940s. R&B is characterized by its use of rhythm and blues, which is
a combination of blues and jazz. R&B is typically played on a variety of
instruments, including the guitar, bass, drums, and saxophone.

Shreveport has a strong R&B scene. Some of the most famous R&B
musicians to come from Shreveport include Johnny Adams, Bobby Rush,
and Clarence "Frogman" Henry. These musicians have helped to shape the
sound of R&B and left a lasting legacy on the genre.

Gospel

Gospel music is a genre of music that originated in the African-American
community in the early 20th century. Gospel music is characterized by its
use of religious lyrics and its strong emphasis on vocals. Gospel music is
typically played on a variety of instruments, including the piano, organ, and
drums.

Shreveport has a strong gospel music scene. Some of the most famous
gospel musicians to come from Shreveport include Mahalia Jackson, Sister
Rosetta Tharpe, and Shirley Caesar. These musicians have helped to
shape the sound of gospel music and left a lasting legacy on the genre.

Hip-Hop and Rap



Hip-hop and rap are genres of music that originated in the African-
American community in the 1970s. Hip-hop and rap are characterized by
their use of rapping, which is a form of spoken word poetry. Hip-hop and
rap are typically played on a variety of instruments, including the turntable,
drum machine, and sampler.

Shreveport has a strong hip-hop and rap scene. Some of the most famous
hip-hop and rap musicians to come from Shreveport include Master P, No
Limit Records, and Lil Wayne. These musicians have helped to shape the
sound of hip-hop and rap and left a lasting legacy on the genre
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