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Early Life and Influences

Sam Shepard was born Samuel Shepard Rogers III on November 5, 1943,
in Fort Sheridan, Illinois. His father, Samuel Shepard Rogers Jr., was a
farmer and World War II veteran, while his mother, Jane Elaine Schook,
was a teacher. Shepard's family moved frequently during his childhood,
living in various parts of the United States and Mexico. These experiences
exposed him to diverse cultures and landscapes, which would later
influence his writing.

Shepard developed a passion for writing at a young age, and he began
writing plays while still in high school. He attended Claremont McKenna
College in California for two years before dropping out to pursue his writing
career. In 1963, he moved to New York City, where he became involved in
the Off-Off-Broadway theatre scene.
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Playwright and Theatre Director

Shepard's first major play, Cowboys, premiered in 1964. The play is a
minimalist exploration of masculinity and violence, and it established
Shepard as a major figure in the American theatre. Over the next few
years, he wrote a series of acclaimed plays, including The Tooth of Crime
(1972),Buried Child (1978),and Fool for Love (1983).

Shepard's plays often depict characters who are isolated, alienated, and
longing for connection. He also frequently explores the themes of the
American West, masculinity, and the search for identity. His work has been
praised for its poetic language, its raw emotional power, and its insights into
the human condition.

Actor and Screenwriter

In addition to his work as a playwright, Shepard was also a successful actor
and screenwriter. He made his film debut in Terrence Malick's Days of
Heaven (1978),and he went on to star in a number of other films, including
Paris, Texas (1984),The Right Stuff (1983),and Black Hawk Down (2001).

Shepard also wrote a number of screenplays, including The Sugarland
Express (1974),Zabriskie Point (1970),and Paris, Texas. His screenplays
often explore similar themes to his plays, and they are known for their
evocative imagery and their exploration of the human psyche.

Later Career and Legacy

Shepard continued to write and perform throughout his life. In his later
years, he wrote a number of acclaimed plays, including Simpatico
(1994),The Late Henry Moss (2000),and A Particle of Dread (Oedipus
Variations) (2008).



Sam Shepard died on July 30, 2017, at the age of 73. He is considered one
of the most important American playwrights and screenwriters of his
generation. His work has been translated into more than 40 languages and
has been performed around the world. Shepard's legacy is sure to continue
to inspire and influence generations of artists and audiences to come.
Additional Resources

The Official Sam Shepard Website

Sam Shepard at Dramabook

Sam Shepard on Broadway
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