
Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-First
Century: The Shadow of the Past
Russian foreign policy in the twenty-first century has been shaped by a
complex interplay of historical legacy, domestic politics, and global events.
This article examines the key drivers of Russian foreign policy and explores
how the country's past continues to cast a long shadow over its present
and future.

Historical Legacy

Russia's foreign policy has been shaped by its long and complex history.
The country's vast size, its geographical location, and its cultural diversity
have all played a role in shaping its foreign policy. Russia's past as a major
power in Europe and Asia has also had a significant impact on its foreign
policy. The country's experiences in the Soviet era have also shaped its
foreign policy, particularly its relations with the West.
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One of the most important factors shaping Russian foreign policy is the
country's history of expansionism. For centuries, Russia has been
expanding its territory, both through conquest and annexation. This
expansionism has led to a number of conflicts with neighboring countries,
and it has also created a legacy of mistrust between Russia and its
neighbors.

Another important factor shaping Russian foreign policy is the country's
desire to be recognized as a great power. Russia has long been a major
power in Europe and Asia, and it continues to seek recognition for its
status. This desire for recognition has led to a number of conflicts with the
United States and other Western powers.

The Soviet era also had a significant impact on Russian foreign policy. The
Soviet Union was a global superpower, and it competed with the United
States for influence in the world. The Soviet Union's collapse in 1991 led to
a major shift in Russian foreign policy, as the country sought to reorient
itself in a changing world order.

Domestic Politics

Domestic politics also plays a key role in shaping Russian foreign policy.
The Russian government is authoritarian, and the president has a great
deal of power in shaping foreign policy. The government's priorities and
goals often influence the country's foreign policy decisions.

One of the most important domestic factors shaping Russian foreign policy
is the country's economic development. Russia is a major producer of oil
and gas, and its economy is heavily dependent on the export of these



resources. The government's foreign policy decisions are often influenced
by the need to protect the country's economic interests.

Another important domestic factor shaping Russian foreign policy is the
country's demographics. Russia has a large and ethnically diverse
population, and the government is often concerned about the potential for
ethnic conflict. The government's foreign policy decisions are often
influenced by the need to maintain stability within the country.

Finally, the Russian government's public opinion also plays a role in
shaping foreign policy. The government is generally cautious about making
decisions that are unpopular with the public. This can limit the
government's options, and it can also make it difficult to maintain a
consistent foreign policy.

Global Events

Global events also have a significant impact on Russian foreign policy. The
collapse of the Soviet Union, the rise of China, and the global war on terror
are just a few of the events that have shaped Russia's foreign policy in the
twenty-first century.

The collapse of the Soviet Union was a major turning point in Russian
foreign policy. The Soviet Union's collapse led to the loss of a number of
important allies, and it also weakened Russia's economy. This weakened
Russia's position in the world, and it made the country more vulnerable to
external pressure.

The rise of China is another major factor shaping Russian foreign policy.
China is a major economic and military power, and it is also a permanent



member of the UN Security Council. China's rise has led to a shift in the
global balance of power, and it has also created new challenges for
Russia's foreign policy.

Finally, the global war on terror has also had a significant impact on
Russian foreign policy. Russia has been a victim of terrorism, and it has
also played a role in the fight against terrorism. The war on terror has led to
closer cooperation between Russia and the United States, but it has also
created new tensions between the two countries.

Russian foreign policy in the twenty-first century has been shaped by a
complex interplay of historical legacy, domestic politics, and global events.
The country's past as a major power in Europe and Asia, its desire to be
recognized as a great power, and its experiences in the Soviet era have all
shaped its foreign policy. Domestic politics also play a key role, as the
government's priorities and goals often influence the country's foreign
policy decisions. Finally, global events have also had a significant impact
on Russian foreign policy, as the collapse of the Soviet Union, the rise of
China, and the global war on terror have all created new challenges and
opportunities for the country.

As Russia continues to navigate the complex challenges of the twenty-first
century, it is likely that its foreign policy will continue to be shaped by the
interplay of these factors. The country's past will continue to cast a long
shadow over its present and future, and its domestic politics and global
events will continue to shape its foreign policy decisions.
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