
Reviving Mark Twain's Indian Equator: A
Literary and Cultural Journey Revisited
In 1895, the renowned American author Mark Twain embarked on an
extensive tour of India. His experiences during this journey formed the
basis of his travelogue, "Following the Equator," which was published in
1897. In this book, Twain recounted his observations of Indian society,
culture, and politics, offering a unique and often humorous perspective on
the country.

Over a century after Twain's visit, India has undergone a profound
transformation. It is now a vibrant and rapidly developing nation, with a
thriving economy and a diverse population. However, many of the
challenges and issues that Twain identified in his book remain relevant
today.
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In this article, we will revisit Twain's Indian Equator, exploring the ways in
which his observations and insights have stood the test of time. We will
also examine the extent to which India has changed since Twain's visit, and
consider the ways in which his writing can help us to understand the
complex realities of modern-day India.

Twain's Observations of Indian Society

Twain was a keen observer of Indian society, and his book is filled with
detailed descriptions of the people, customs, and traditions he
encountered. He was particularly fascinated by the country's religious
diversity, and he spent much time visiting temples and mosques.

Twain was also a sharp critic of the British Raj, which ruled India at the time
of his visit. He witnessed firsthand the poverty and oppression faced by
many Indians, and he condemned the British for their exploitation of the
country.

One of the most striking things about Twain's writing is his ability to capture
the humor and absurdity of everyday life in India. He describes, for
example, a group of elephants that are blocking traffic in the middle of a
busy street, and he tells the story of a man who is so devoted to his pet
monkey that he takes it everywhere with him, even to the office.

Twain's observations of Indian society provide a valuable glimpse into a
time and place that has long since passed. His writing is a rich source of
information and insight into the history and culture of India, and it is a
reminder of the ways in which the country has changed and evolved over
the past century.



Twain's Insights into Indian Culture

In addition to his observations of Indian society, Twain also had a deep
interest in Indian culture. He was particularly fascinated by the country's
ancient traditions and philosophies, and he spent much time studying the
Vedas and the Upanishads.

Twain was also impressed by the artistic achievements of India, and he
visited many temples and palaces to admire the country's architecture and
sculpture. He was particularly fond of the Taj Mahal, which he described as
"the most beautiful building in the world."

Twain's insights into Indian culture are invaluable, and they help us to
understand the country's rich and diverse heritage. His writing is a reminder
of the ways in which India has influenced the world, and it is a valuable
resource for anyone who wants to learn more about the country's history
and culture.

Twain's Influence on Indian Literature

Mark Twain's visit to India had a profound impact on Indian literature. His
book, "Following the Equator," was widely read and admired by Indian
intellectuals, and it helped to introduce Indian culture to the West.

Twain's writing also influenced the development of Indian English literature.
Indian writers such as R.K. Narayan and Mulk Raj Anand were inspired by
Twain's use of humor and satire, and they adopted his techniques in their
own writing.

Today, Mark Twain is considered one of the most important figures in Indian
literature. His writing has helped to shape the country's cultural identity, and



it continues to be read and admired by Indians and Westerners alike.

Mark Twain's Indian Equator is a classic work of travel literature that offers
a unique and valuable perspective on India. Twain's observations of Indian
society and culture are insightful and entertaining, and his writing continues
to be relevant today.

Reviving Mark Twain's Indian Equator is essential for understanding the
history and culture of India. Twain's writing provides a valuable lens through
which we can view the country, and it can help us to appreciate the many
challenges and achievements of the Indian people.

We encourage you to read Mark Twain's Indian Equator and to explore the
many ways in which his writing can help us to understand the complex
realities of modern-day India.

Further Reading

Mark Twain House & Museum: Following the Equator

The University of Adelaide Library: Following the Equator
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