
Reliquary: The Second Novel in The
Pendergast Series
Reliquary is the second novel in the Pendergast series by Douglas Preston
and Lincoln Child. It was published in 1997 and follows Special Agent
Aloysius Pendergast as he investigates the mysterious death of a young
woman in New Orleans. The novel was a critical and commercial success,
and it helped to establish the Pendergast series as one of the most popular
thriller franchises in the world.

Reliquary: The Second Novel in the Pendergast Series
by Douglas Preston

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2027 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 487 pages
Screen Reader : Supported
X-Ray : Enabled

Plot

Reliquary begins with the discovery of a young woman's body in the French
Quarter of New Orleans. The woman, who has been brutally murdered, is
found with a strange symbol carved into her chest. Pendergast is called in
to investigate, and he quickly realizes that the murder is more complex than
it seems.
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As Pendergast digs deeper into the case, he uncovers a web of intrigue
and deception. He learns that the young woman was a member of a secret
society known as the Reliquary Club. The club is made up of wealthy and
powerful individuals who are obsessed with collecting relics from the past.
Pendergast soon realizes that the young woman's murder is just one piece
of a much larger puzzle.

As Pendergast investigates, he finds himself drawn into a dangerous world
of voodoo and black magic. He must race against time to stop the
Reliquary Club from carrying out their evil plans.

Characters

Reliquary features a cast of unforgettable characters, including:

Special Agent Aloysius Pendergast: A brilliant and eccentric FBI
agent who is known for his sharp wit and his encyclopedic knowledge
of the occult.

Lieutenant Vincent D'Agosta: A tough and experienced New Orleans
police detective who is Pendergast's reluctant partner.

Corrie Swanson: A young woman who is drawn into the investigation
of the Reliquary Club.

Dr. Margo Green: A forensic anthropologist who helps Pendergast
with the investigation.

Father Robert Richards: A Catholic priest who is the leader of the
Reliquary Club.

Setting



Reliquary is set in the atmospheric and vibrant city of New Orleans. The
novel vividly captures the city's unique culture and history, and it brings to
life the city's dark and mysterious underbelly.

Themes

Reliquary explores a number of themes, including:

The power of obsession: The Reliquary Club is driven by an
obsession with collecting relics from the past. This obsession leads
them to commit murder and other heinous crimes.

The dangers of the occult: The Reliquary Club is involved in black
magic and voodoo. These practices are dangerous and can lead to
death and destruction.

The importance of friendship: Pendergast and D'Agosta are
reluctant partners, but they eventually come to respect each other and
work together to solve the case.

Critical Reception

Reliquary was a critical and commercial success. The novel was praised
for its well-developed characters, its suspenseful plot, and its atmospheric
setting. Reliquary was also nominated for a number of awards, including
the Bram Stoker Award for Best Novel.

Legacy

Reliquary is considered to be one of the best thrillers of the 1990s. The
novel helped to establish the Pendergast series as one of the most popular
thriller franchises in the world. Reliquary has been translated into more
than 20 languages, and it has been adapted into a television series.



Reliquary is a thrilling and suspenseful novel that is sure to keep you on the
edge of your seat. The novel's well-developed characters, its suspenseful
plot, and its atmospheric setting make it a must-read for fans of thrillers.
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