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Early Life and Education

Jennie Douglas Preston was born on July 21, 1874, in Bluffton, Missouri.
Her parents were William and Eliza Douglas, devout Presbyterians who
instilled in their daughter a strong sense of social justice. Preston attended
the University of Missouri, where she earned a degree in journalism in
1894. She later pursued graduate studies at Columbia University.
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Advocate for Women's Suffrage

Preston's passion for women's rights emerged during her time at the
university. In 1898, she joined the National American Woman Suffrage
Association (NAWSA) and became an active member of the Missouri Equal
Suffrage Association (MESA). Preston's charismatic speeches and
organizational skills quickly made her a prominent figure in the suffrage
movement.
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Preston dedicated herself to educating the public about the importance of
women's suffrage. She traveled extensively throughout Missouri, delivering
lectures and organizing rallies. In 1908, she founded the Missouri Woman
Suffrage Association (MWSA) and served as its president until 1920.
Leadership in the Suffrage Movement

Preston's leadership within the MWSA was instrumental in the passage of
the Equal Suffrage Amendment in Missouri in 1917. Her relentless efforts
and persuasive arguments helped secure a decisive victory for the suffrage
cause in the state.

Preston's influence extended beyond Missouri. She served as vice
president of the NAWSA from 1915 to 1918 and played a key role in the
final campaign for the passage of the 19th Amendment, which granted
women the right to vote nationwide.

Legacy and Impact

Preston's unwavering commitment to the women's suffrage movement left
an enduring legacy. Her determination and leadership paved the way for
women to participate fully in the democratic process.

After the passage of the 19th Amendment, Preston continued to advocate
for women's rights. She was instrumental in the establishment of the
League of Women Voters and served as its president from 1928 to 1930.

Personal Life and Philanthropy

Preston married Daniel Preston in 1901. The couple had three children.
She was a devoted mother and an active member of her community.
Preston's commitment to social justice extended beyond suffrage, as she



advocated for education, healthcare, and other reforms that benefited
women and children.
Honors and Recognition

Preston's contributions to the women's rights movement were widely
recognized. In 1919, she was awarded the Missouri State Medal for
distinguished service. She was also inducted into the Missouri Women's
Hall of Fame and the National Women's Hall of Fame.

Jennie Douglas Preston was a visionary leader who dedicated her life to
the cause of women's equality. Her unwavering activism, eloquence, and
organizational skills were instrumental in securing the right to vote for
women in Missouri and throughout the United States. Her legacy continues
to inspire feminists and advocates for social justice today.
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