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In the vast and ever-expanding universe of Doctor Who, the Second Doctor
holds a special place in the hearts of fans. Patrick Troughton's portrayal of
the Time Lord from 1966 to 1969 brought a new level of depth and
complexity to the role, and his tenure is fondly remembered for its
groundbreaking storytelling and iconic villains.

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Second Doctor's first
appearance, the BBC released a series of short films in 2013. These
shorts, titled "The Night of the Doctor," "The Day of the Doctor," and "The
Last Day," served as a fitting tribute to Troughton's legacy and provided
fans with a glimpse into the Doctor's past and future.

The Night of the Doctor

The first short, "The Night of the Doctor," takes place on the planet Karn,
where the Doctor has come to seek the Elixir of Life. He is accompanied by
his companion, Ashildr, a Viking warrior who he has promised to make
immortal. However, the Doctor's plans are thwarted by the Time Lords, who
have sent a team of agents to capture him.

In a desperate attempt to escape, the Doctor uses the Elixir of Life to
regenerate. However, something goes wrong, and he is left with a new face
and a new body. This is the first time that the Doctor has regenerated on
screen, and it is a pivotal moment in the show's history.

The Day of the Doctor

The second short, "The Day of the Doctor," is a multi-Doctor story that
features the Tenth, Eleventh, and War Doctors. The Doctors must team up
to stop the Zygons, a race of shape-shifting aliens, from invading Earth.



The story is full of action and adventure, and it provides a fitting to the 50th
anniversary celebrations.

The Last Day

The third and final short, "The Last Day," is a poignant tale that follows the
Second Doctor as he faces his impending regeneration. The Doctor is
haunted by visions of his past and future, and he must come to terms with
his own mortality. The short is a beautiful and moving tribute to Troughton's
performance, and it serves as a fitting farewell to the Second Doctor.

The Legacy of the Second Doctor

The Second Doctor's legacy is one of innovation and change. Troughton's
portrayal of the Doctor was a radical departure from that of his
predecessor, William Hartnell. Troughton's Doctor was more whimsical and
playful, but he was also more complex and introspective. He was a man of
contradictions, capable of great compassion and great ruthlessness.

Troughton's Doctor also introduced a number of new elements to the show,
including the sonic screwdriver, the TARDIS console, and the Time Lords.
These elements have become essential to the Doctor Who mythos, and
they continue to be used in the show today.

The Second Doctor is one of the most beloved incarnations of the Doctor,
and his legacy continues to inspire fans around the world. The 50th
Anniversary Shorts are a fitting tribute to Troughton's iconic performance,
and they provide a glimpse into the enduring power of Doctor Who.
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