
A Comprehensive Guide to Aristophanes'
Lysistrata: Characters, Themes, and Historical
Context
Aristophanes' Lysistrata is a timeless comedy about a group of women who
use their influence to end a war. The play was first performed in 411 BCE,
during the Peloponnesian War, and it has since been adapted into
numerous stage, film, and television productions.
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Lysistrata is a complex and challenging play that explores a wide range of
themes, including war, peace, gender, and sexuality. In this study guide, we
will provide an in-depth analysis of the play's characters, themes, and
historical context.

Characters

The main characters in Lysistrata are:
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* Lysistrata: The title character of the play, Lysistrata is a strong and
determined woman who is committed to ending the war. * Kleonike:
Lysistrata's best friend and co-conspirator, Kleonike is a witty and
resourceful woman who is always ready for a challenge. * Myrrhine: A
young woman who is newly married, Myrrhine is struggling to cope with the
separation from her husband. * Lampito: A Spartan woman who joins
Lysistrata's cause, Lampito is a fierce and independent woman who is not
afraid to speak her mind. * Kinesias: Myrrhine's husband, Kinesias is a
typical Athenian soldier who is more interested in fighting than in making
peace. * Stratyllis: Kinesias' fellow soldier, Stratyllis is a lazy and cowardly
man who is always looking for an excuse to avoid battle.

Themes

Lysistrata explores a wide range of themes, including:

* War: The play is a powerful indictment of war and its devastating effects
on individuals and society. * Peace: Lysistrata offers a hopeful vision of a
world without war, where people can live in harmony. * Gender: The play
challenges traditional gender roles and stereotypes. * Sexuality: Lysistrata
is a sexually explicit play that explores the power of female sexuality.

Historical Context

Lysistrata was written during the Peloponnesian War, a devastating conflict
that lasted for nearly 30 years. The war was fought between Athens and
Sparta, and it resulted in the deaths of thousands of people.

The play reflects the widespread disillusionment with the war that was felt
by many Greeks at the time. Lysistrata's message of peace and



reconciliation was a powerful one, and it resonated with audiences who
were tired of the bloodshed.

Lysistrata is a complex and challenging play that is still relevant today. The
play's themes of war, peace, gender, and sexuality continue to resonate
with audiences around the world.

In this study guide, we have provided an in-depth analysis of the play's
characters, themes, and historical context. We hope that this guide will help
you to appreciate the play's richness and complexity.
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